TASK 8 ABSTRACT

1. English Abstract

This presentation investigates the critical challenge of structural youth unemployment in Africa,
specifically examining the phenomenon of the "Paper Promise" —the fractured societal
covenant that a university degree guarantees formal employment. Through a photographic
essay case study of three Kenyan graduates, the presentation explores how the youth are
pivoting from the "tarmac" of job seeking to the "hustle" of the gig economy. We analyze the
stories of Maina, a Supply Chain graduate managing vintage clothing logistics; Brian, a Civil
Engineer working as a motorbike rider; and Sarah, an educator finding refuge in the digital
"hidden workforce." The presentation argues that the solution to this crisis involves three steps:
reforming education to include practical survival skills, formally recognizing and protecting the
gig economy through policy, and destigmatizing the "pivot" by redefining success beyond
corporate job titles. Ultimately, we demonstrate that while the economic promise has broken,
the human promise of adaptation remains intact.

2. Kiswahili Abstract (Muhtasari)

Wasilisho hili linachunguza changamoto kuu ya ukosefu wa ajira kwa vijana barani Afrika,
likiangazia hasa dhana ya “Ahadi ya Karatasi” — imani iliyovunjika kwamba shahada ya chuo
kikuu inahakikisha ajira rasmi. Kupitia insha ya picha inayowasilisha maisha ya wahitimu watatu
wa Kenya, tunachunguza jinsi vijana wanavyohama kutoka kutafuta kazi ofisini na kujiunga na
“nguvukazi isiyoonekana” ya uchumi wa gig. Tunachambua hadithi za Maina, msomi wa Ununuzi
na Ugavi anayeuza nguo za mitumba; Brian, Mhandisi wa Ujenzi anayefanya kazi ya boda boda;
na Sarah, mwalimu anayefanya kazi mtandaoni. Wasilisho hili linatoa hoja kwamba suluhisho la
tatizo hili ni: kuboresha mitaala ili kutilia mkazo ujuzi wa vitendo, kutambua kisheria sekta ya
juakali, na kubadili mtazamo wa jamii kuhusu maana halisi ya mafanikio. Tunahitimisha kuwa,
ingawa ahadi ya uchumi imevunjika, ustahimilivu wa vijana bado uko imara.

3. Kikuyu Abstract (Uhoro Miinene)

Uhoro {yii Ggitlima kiimenyereria mathina mak{ ma andd a itlira a Africa, makam{ire na
madindi ma kiigiitlikira kwa thirikari ya wira, makamdaih{ithitio ni kirira kia “Ahadi ya Karatasi” —
wendo (rfa {igitua ati tnd{i wa gliciarwo na degree ya Kin{igiro nT ligatiimira wira miinene wa
thirikari.

KiirTa tligitumia insha ya lihoro wa mafoto ya andii atatu a Kenya maria mathomete, tligionania
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Ghoro wa gig economy. Tligihoya ihoro wa Maina, miithomete wa Supply Chain (ria {ikiiheana
maglirli ma nguo cia kiihura (mitumba); Brian, miihandisi wa mitambo (rfa Tiklitwara pikipiki; na
Sarah, mwarimu {ria Gikiihota {ihoro wake kiiria itanda.

Uhoro {iyii tigihoya atf tind{ wa kiitua wendo ni: kiigiitithia thomoni iria theana ujuzi wa kiihota

Gtongi wa im{ithi, kliheana {itongi wa gig economy kiiria mitugo ya thirikari, na kiligiitithia
wendo wa {irfa andli maonaga “mafanikio” kiigia handi ha kiiria itugi wa wendo wa thirikari.

Tlgitua na Gihoro ligia ati na kwagiria ati ahadi ya wira {iria wathirirwo ni ligacoka, no {ihoro wa
m{iindQ kiihota glicokania na kiigiitiikira Giria Gimenyerere ni {irfa {ihota miino.



